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WELWYN HATFIELD COUNCIL 
COUNCIL – 16 SEPTEMBER 2021 
 
NOTICE OF MOTIONS UNDER PROCEDURE RULE 16 
 
To consider the following notice of motions submitted under Procedure Rule 16:- 

 
1. The following motion has been submitted by Councillor Paul Zukowskyj 

and will be seconded by Councillor Kieran Thorpe:- 

Recent revelations that this Council failed to conduct basic statutory electricity, 
fire, asbestos and water safety checks in their residential buildings, possibly 
endangering the lives of the residents are deeply worrying.    

Councillors were appalled to hear how this Conservative led council mis-managed 
these duties so badly that they had to refer the council to the regulator and tried 
to keep this situation hidden, even from Councillors.   

Despite Councillors frequently raising worrying cases of maintenance failures in 
the past, they were consistently told there were no deep-rooted problems when 
there obviously were.  

The Councillors and the public deserve an account of how this situation arose and 
how this knowledge will be used to prevent a failure of this magnitude occurring 
again.    

The Council have spent considerable time investigating and collating the failings 
and the systemic faults that led to this situation must be apparent.   

Whilst there may be some points that cannot be shared in public, a substantive 
explanation must still be given and the continuing culture of secrecy dropped.    

In the absence of any explanation as to how this situation has arisen, this Council 
reluctantly expresses no confidence in the Leader of the Council who holds 
ultimate responsibility for its actions and failings.. 

2. The following motion has been submitted by Councillor Samuel Kasumu 
and will be seconded by Councillor Sunny Thusu:- 

This Council notes that the leader has guided the Council through a turbulent time, 
ensuring that residents, businesses, and employees of the Council were able to 
have the support and protection they have needed during the pandemic. 

We acknowledge that the report by the Regulator of Social Housing highlighted 
overdue assessments and outstanding actions, and welcome the decisive action 
taken to rectify this. 

However, the Council completely rejects the claim that the leader hid the problems 
that were highlighted by the Regulator in any way. 

We note that the Council, overseen by the leader, self referred to the Regulator 
and that the leader of the Council kept other group leaders appraised at all times. 

This Council has full confidence in the leader of the Council.  


